SCUOLA SUPERIORE SANT’ANNA
PISA, ITALY
www.sssup.it
AN OVERVIEW
The Scuola Superiore Sant’Anna is a public university and holds a unique position
within the Italian higher education system. It is both a university in its own
right, offering Masters and PhD courses, while for undergraduates it works in
conjunction with the University of Pisa. Potential undergraduates undergo a
rigorous public competition and only the very best are creamed off to combine
their University of Pisa studies with the additional academic curriculum provided
by the Scuola Sant’Anna. They live at the Sant’Anna campus and study free of
charge, however they are required to get top marks in all their exams and show
proficiency in two foreign languages.
The Scuola Sant’Anna is integrated with the Scuola Normale Superiore, another
highly prestigious university for top-level students. Together, Scuola Sant’Anna,
Scuola Normale, and the University of Pisa make up the Pisa University System.
This is a unique education and research model which attracts students and
researchers from all over Italy and from abroad, making Pisa an attractive and
exciting city of culture, science, research and innovation. The Scuola Sant’Anna is
active in the fields of Experimental Sciences (Agricultural Sciences, Engineering,
Medical Sciences) and Social Sciences (Economics and Management, Law, Political
Sciences). Masters and PhD courses attract highly accomplished students and
scholars from all around the world (about 30% of the PhD students are from
outside Italy). Scholarships are offered, but only to highly proficient students.

THE LOCATION
The main buildings of Scuola Sant’Anna are located in the heart of Pisa, inside a
fourteenth-century Benedictine monastery, which has entirely been restored and
converted into a modern campus.
Pisa, a former Maritime Republic, is one of the most charming towns in Italy. It is
worldwide famous for the Leaning Tower, which stands in the magnificent Piazza
dei Miracoli. The river Arno runs through the town, which is only a few kilometres
from the sea and yet also close to the hills. Pisa is just one of the main attractions
of Tuscany, one of the ﬁnest regions in all Italy. Tuscany was the birthplace of
the Renaissance and of the Italian language, and boasts an artistic, cultural and
landscape heritage that makes it a must for art lovers and tourists from all over
the world.
UNIVERSITY EDUCATION, MASTER AND PHD DEGREE PROGRAMS.
The Scuola Sant’Anna has developed programs for undergraduate, graduates and
professionals. To ensure excellent educational, admission to the courses is subject
to a public competitive examination.
Standard Courses – programs for highly talented students are integrated with the
undergraduate courses of the University of Pisa. Since its beginnings, the Scuola
Sant’Anna has included these courses in its educational offering. In fact, such
courses are a distinctive feature of the Pisa University System, which for more
than two centuries has been dedicated to training talented students through
curricula that combine a collegiate nature with an excellent education.

Master and PhD programs - The PhD programs focus on areas of particular
scientific and social importance, special attention being paid to the demand for
advanced research, innovation and modernization. University and International
Master’s courses are aimed at furthering knowledge and expertise in innovative
areas with strategic importance for the manufacturing and industrial world. All
graduate courses have a strong interdisciplinary and applied approach. Advanced
Professional Training - These programs are addressed to enterprises, companies
and public or private organizations.
FACULTY AND RESEARCH
The Scuola Sant’Anna is a research university where students, researchers and
professors become part of a scientific community aimed at bringing together
diversity of knowledge and creativity with advances in intellectual contributions,
scientific discoveries and technological innovation.
To achieve excellence in their field of study, students are provided with the
opportunity of using the laboratories and research facilities of the various
institutes of Scuola Sant’Anna.

THE INSTITUTES OF THE SCUOLA SUPERIORE SANT’ANNA
There are currently six institutes, which all aim to develop graduate programs
where rigorous traditional courses are combined with opportunities for
research, service learning, internships, and entrepreneurship, both nationally and
internationally.
THE BIOROBOTICS INSTITUTE
www.bioroboticsinstitute.sssup.it
The mission of the BioRobotics Institute is to pursue new frontiers in engineering,
by blending science and technology.
The vision of the BioRobotics Institute is to educate the engineer of the 21st
Century, who by breaking through disciplinary barriers and addressing ill-posed
problems, will be able to manage the new challenges and opportunities of
society and industry. The institute covers the following research areas: Humanoid
robotics, Neuro-robotics, Biomedical Signal Processing, Surgical robotics, Soft
robotics, Neural engineering, Creative design, Future and emerging biorobotics.
THE INSTITUTE OF LIFE SCIENCES
www.isv.sssup.it
The scientific mission of the Institute of Life Sciences regards the following two
macro-areas:
• Biomedical Sciences
The research topics in Biomedical Sciences deal with key health problems,
ranging from physiology/perinatal medicine to adult cardiovascular pathology,
without disregarding technological development.
• Agrobiosciences
The research topics in Agrobiosciences deal with various aspects of plant biology,
energy - and food-related crops, agrobiodiversity, and agroecosystems.

THE TECIP INSTITUTE
INSTITUTE OF COMMUNICATION, INFORMATION AND PERCEPTION TECHNOLOGIES
WWW.TECIP.SSSUP.IT
The TeCIP Institute is a research facility of the Scuola Superiore Sant’Anna.
The Institute was established in 2001 as a “Centre of Excellence”, in line with the
Italian Education Ministry, in joint collaboration with Marconi Communications
SpA (now Ericsson), and the National Inter-University Consortium for
Telecommunications (CNIT).
The TeCIP Institute is focused on the following research interests:
Informatics: Embedded Real-Time Systems
Communication: Photonic Networks and Technologies
Perceptual Robotics: Presence, Virtual Presence, Simultaneous Presence
THE DIRPOLIS INSTITUTE
INSTITUTE FOR LAW, POLITICS AND DEVELOPMENT
www.sssup.dirpolis.it
The DIRPOLIS Institute is an Italian national research center devoted to
interdisciplinary studies in the fields of law, economics and political sciences.
Its core mission is to conduct state-of-the-art research by adopting a
multidisciplinary approach aimed at providing a comprehensive and multi-faceted
representation of legal, social, economic and political phenomena. The final goal
is to offer scientifically sound and action-oriented bases to effective decisionmaking processes.

THE INSTITUTE OF ECONOMICS
WWW.SSSUP.IT/INSTITUTEECONOMICS
The aim of the Institute of Economics is to foster research and related teaching/
training activities in the field of economics, broadly defined.
The focal areas of research of the institute are: economic theory and empirics;
organization theory and empirics; management and corporate strategies; public
choice and other aspects of public policy; cognitive and artificial sciences and
applied statistics.
THE INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT
HTTP://IDM.SSSUP.IT
The Institute of Management is part of the Scuola Sant’Anna and is dedicated
to the field of management in private and public organizations, with particular
reference to economics and the management of innovation, sustainability and
health.
The institute is organized into three sections:
• Sustainability Management
• Health Management
• Management of Innovation

THE SCUOLA SANT’ANNA IN THE WORLD
The research carried out at Scuola Sant’Anna has led to an increasing number
of international collaborations (137 universities, 92 research institutes, 70
companies), whose scientiﬁc and entrepreneurial expertise is well known. These
collaborations include the University of Cambridge, Indian Institutes of Technology,
Osaka University, Tsinghua University, Waseda University, the University of California
(Berkeley), Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Toyota, the European Space
Agency, Institut für Mikrotechnik Mainz GmbH (IMM) – Germany, Karl Storz GmbH –
Germany, and Sidenor Investigacion Y Desarrollo s.a. - Spain.
In addition to the research collaborations, there are more than 40 agreements
of inter-university co-operations with 25 countries with international Master’s
courses, seminars and congresses, as well as exchanges of students, professors
and researchers.
The Scuola Sant’Anna has also successfully carried out advanced forms of scientific
and technological collaboration, creating the Joint Research Laboratories with
universities and research centres abroad. Two examples of this are the Robo-Casa
joint laboratories between the Sant’Anna School and Waseda University of Tokyo,
Japan (advanced research in the field of humanoid and biomedical robotics), and
the Joint Laboratory on Bio-robotic System with the KIST in Seoul (Korea).
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